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Aborve: Old Naples beach house living room designed by
Koastal Design Group - Kira Kricmm & Co.
“Opposite pages Designer Kira Kricmm on the beack in Naples

56 PORTFOLIO MAGAZINE

INSPIRATION:
A Designer’s Perspective

By Kira Kriimm
Principal Interior Designer & Owner

Koastal Design Group - Kira Kriimm & Co.

AS AN ARTIST, 1 have spent my life
admiring the natural beaury around us,
garhering inspiration through sensory ex-
periences within my environment. From
sand, stone, and organic wood rexrures,
to the occan waves, and metallic quality
of certain minerals, nature has always had
the most impact an my creative expres
sion. As any artist would agree, we must
remain inspired in order to exist, and we
must create in order to survive. It was
only natural for me to seck a carcer in in-
terior design allowing my passion for the
beauty of our natural environment to
thrive by creating designed environments
in which we live,
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\S AN INTERIOR DESIGNER, T have spent the past thice
decades rraveling the world to gather inspiration, creating spaces that
reflect the colars, patterns, and textures of our natural surroundings.
As much as [ love the subtropical environment of Southwest Florids, it
has been critical for my growth as an artist to step out of my comfort
zone and explose unchartered locales. o keeps me apen minded. in-
orosduees new visaals, thus providing a plechara of nesw inspiracdon.
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I have found a particular fascination in Eastern cultures and
philosophy which has led to my professional cravels throughout
Asiz in the past decade. I have had the privilege of working on
various internacional design projects, including launching my
product ling, the Kira Kritmm Koastal Kollection, to the Chinese
luxury design marker in 2012,
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It wasn't undl last summer thar T was given

the opportunity to travel back to China, this
time on a purely personal journey. One of my
lifelong passions has been martial arts and T have
been practicing Tai Chi, Shaolin-Do for many

years. Last summer, the Grand Master of

Shaolin-Do, Master Sin Thé, invited me on a
two-week spiricual excursion to the remorte
Wuyi Mounrains of China, the birth place of
ancient Kung Fu. Tt was on this retrear that I was
able o slow down from the fast-paced profes-
sional routine and focus fully on the experience
in that environmene. We had departed from
bright city lights, loud automobiles, and even
functioning wi-fi connecrions, to instead explore
ancient Buddhist Temples, tea houses, and re-
note mountain terrain,
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I began 1o observe the exquisite textures
around us, from the man-made ancient stone
walls distressed over time, and centuries old
Buddhists carvings on a mountainside, to the
layers of lush green tea farms stacked up a hill-
side, and neon lighe displays on stalacrite cov-
ered cave walls,

It spoke to nature’s interaction with man

and the beauty in the most weathered objects.
These physical entities reveal the textures of
their expericnees, as with man, encompassing
the unique essence of it's being.  Each rexture
was like a fingerprint, a wrinkle, refiecting the
lifespan of the object. Encountering them is
like encountering a work of art, a snapshor of
history, or peering into the soul of the object,

[ found these visuals so inspiring that |
began collecting images of them to reference
for inspiration in my design work and to share
with others who have a love for beaury.
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